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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 10-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nagaoka US200301 17521. 

4. With reference to claim U Nagaoka '521 discloses a connecting system (image display 
equipment connected to the cradle, paragraph 0021, line 3. Image display equipment, for 
example a camera, is connected to the cradle. Therefore, it is a connected system,), comprising: 
an electronic apparatus (A digital camera in abstract); a connecting mounting electrically 
connected to the electronic apparatus (Cradle in abstract shown in Fig. 1); a holding unit 
mounted on the connecting mounting, which is capable of holding the electronic apparatus with a 
part of the electronic apparatus facing a direction and also holding the electronic apparatus with 
the part of the electronic apparatus facing another direction (Reference numeral 14 denotes a 
digital camera, which is formed in a nearly rectangular parallelepiped shape. This digital camera 
14 has its bottom surface 15 placed on a mounting surface 1 la of the cradle 1 1, and moreover, 
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leaned over an inclined surface 1 lb of the cradle 1 1 so that it can be mounted on the cradle 1 1 . In 
this case, the digital camera 14 can take either of the form of being installed in the cradle 1 1 with 
the surface where an imaging lens 1 6 thereof is arranged directed toward the user side, that is, 
the outside, or the form of being installed in the cradle 1 1 with the surface where a liquid crystal 
display portion 17 thereof is arranged toward the user side, page 2, paragraph 0038 line 1); a 
judging unit included in the electronic apparatus, which judges a direction relative to the holding 
unit which the part of the electronic apparatus held by the holding unit faces(When the digital 
camera 14 is installed, the cradle 1 1 automatically detects its direction, page 3, paragraph 005, 
line 1); and a mode setting unit included in the electronic apparatus, which sets the electronic 
apparatus in an operation mode corresponding to the direction of the part judged by the judging 
unit (FIG. 7 shows a list of functions realizable according to the direction in which the digital 
camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11. First, when the digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 
11 so as to arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user side, a PC camera function can be 
realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 39 connected to the cradle 1 1, page 3, 
paragraph 0056, line 1. Direction in which the digital camera 14 is installed is same as direction 
of the part judged by the judging unit. PC camera function is an operation mode.) 

5. With reference to claim 2. Nagaoka '521 discloses an image pickup apparatus (Camera 
14 in Fig, 4) having a lens (Lens 16 in Fig. 4), an image pickup element (CCD 47 in Fig. 4), a 
storage (memory 52 in Fig. 1) image storing memory (Memory card 53 in Fig. 4), and an input- 
output interface (USB 44 in Fig. 4). 

6. With reference to claim 3 . Nagaoka '521 discloses the electronic apparatus comprises an 
image pickup apparatus (Camera shown in Fig. 9) and the operation mode to be set in the 
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electronic apparatus includes plural operation modes (operation mood are shown in Fig. 7) 
including an image-data transferring mode (PC camera mood shown in Fig 7 and explained in 
Fig. 9. An optical image of a subject incident via the imaging lens 16 is converted into an 
electrical signal by the CCD 47, and after that, it is taken by the PC 39 via the ADC 48, the 

signal processing portion 49, the USB interface portion 44, the control system terminals 29 of the 
connector 26, the imaging system terminals 23 of the connector 20 of the cradle 1 1 and USB 
controller 34 and USB interface portion 30, and is displayed on a monitor of the PC 39, page 3, 
paragraph 0059, line 1). 

7. With reference to claim 4 , ISfagaoka '521 discloses the electronic apparatus comprises an 
image pickup apparatus and the operation mode to be set in the electronic apparatus includes 
plural operation modes including a photographing mode (As shown in FIG. 7, when the digital 
camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user side, a 
monitor camera function can be reahzed. This monitor camera function is a function to allow the 
digital camera 14 to automatically take pictures (including static images, dynamic picture 
images, speech sounds and the like) by the control of the cradle 1 1 at a predetermined interval, 
page 4, paragraph 0071, and line L The Monitor camera function allows camera to take pictures. 
Which as a photographing mood). 

8. With reference to claim 5 , Nagaoka *521 discloses an electronic apparatus which is 
mounted on a connecting mounting and electrically connected to the connecting mounting (Fig. 
4), comprising: connecting terminals corresponding to connecting terminals of the connecting 
mounting and connected to the connecting terminals of the connecting mounting, when the 
electronic apparatus is mounted on the connecting mounting in various states with an apparatus 
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body facing various directions (as shown in FIG. 2B, a connector 26 to attempt an electrical 
connection with the connector 20 of the cradle 1 1 is formed on the bottom surface 15 of the 
above described digital camera 14, page 2, paragraph 0043, line 1); a confirming unit which 

* 

confirms a direction which the apparatus body faces when the electronic apparatus is mounted on 
the connecting mounting (a list of functions realizable according to the direction in which the 
digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11, paragraph 56, page 3, line 1. Since a list of 
function is realizable according to the direction, it is same function as performed by confirming 
unit.); and a setting unit which sets the electronic apparatus in an operation mode corresponding 
to the direction of the apparatus body confirmed by the confirming unit(Furthermore, when the 
digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user 
side, a PC camera function can be realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 39 
coimected to the cradle 1 1, paragraph 0056, line 2. On the other hand, when the digital camera 
14 is installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange the liquid crystal display portion 17 toward the 
user side, a card reader/writer function for the memory card 53 mounted on the digital camera 14 
can be realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 38 connected to the cradle 11, 
paragraph 0060, line 1. Both PC camera function and card reader/writer function are operating 
mode, which are corresponding to the direction of the camera body). 

9. With reference to claim 6, Nagaoka '521 discloses the electronic apparatus comprises an 
image pickup apparatus (Camera shown in Fig. 9) and the operation mode to be set in the 
electronic apparatus includes plural operation modes (operation mood are shown in Fig. 7) 
including an image-data transferring mode (PC camera mood shown in Fig 7 and explained in 
Fig. 9. An optical image of a subject incident via the imaging lens 16 is converted into an 
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electrical signal by the CCD 47, and after that, it is taken by the PC 39 via the ADC 48, the 
signal processing portion 49, the USB interface portion 44, the control system terminals 29 of the 
connector 26, the imaging system terminals 23 of the connector 20 of the cradle 1 1 and USB 
controller 34 and USB interface portion 30, and is displayed on a monitor of the PC 39, page 3, 
paragraph 0059, Hne 1). 

10. With reference to claim 7 , Nagaoka '521 discloses the electronic apparatus comprises an 
image pickup apparatus and the operation mode to be set in the electronic apparatus includes 
plural operation modes including a photographing mode (As shown in FIG. 7, when the digital 
camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user side, a 
monitor camera function can be realized. This monitor camera fimction is a function to allow the 
digital camera 14 to automatically take pictures (including static images, dynamic picture 
images, speech sounds and the like) by the control of the cradle 1 1 at a predetennined interval, 
page 4, paragraph 0071, and line 1. The Monitor camera function allows camera to take pictures. 
Which as a photographing mood). 

1 1 . With Reference to claim 10. N agaoka '521 discloses a connecting mounting for holding 
an electronic apparatus and being electrically connected to the electronic apparatus (A digital 
camera can be selectively installed in a cradle in whichever states where an imaging lens is 
arranged toward the outside in the cradle or where a liquid crystal display portion is arranged 
toward the outside in the cradle, and a device connected to the cradle and the digital camera is 
allowed to perform a linkage operation, abstract.), comprising: a mounting body which is capable 
of holding the electronic apparatus with a part of the electronic apparatus facing a direction (As 
shown in FIG. 3 A, digital camera 14 is in a state of being installed in the cradle 1 1 with its 
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imaging lens 16 directed toward the user side, page 2, paragraph 0044, line 1) and also holding 
the electronic apparatus with the part facing other direction (As shown in FIG. 3B, digital camera 
14 is in a state where the camera is installed in the cradle 1 1 with its Uquid crystal display 
portion 17 arranged toward the user side, page 2, paragraph 0045, line 1) ; a pair of first 
connector and a second connector provided in the mounting body ( connector 23 and 25 as 
shown in Fig 2 A), each of the connectors being altematively movable to a connecting position 
and to a non-coimecting position when the electronic apparatus is mounted on the mounting 
body, the connectors being connected to an apparatus connector provided in the electronic 
apparatus at the connecting position when the electronic apparatus is mounted on the mounting 
body, the first connector being brought to the connecting position and altematively the second 
comiector being brought to the non-contacting position when the electronic apparatus is mounted 
on the mounting body with the part of the electronic apparatus facing a direction (As shown in 
FIG. 3A, when the digital camera 14 is in a state of being installed in the cradle 1 1 with its 
imaging lens 16 directed toward the user side, the direct-current power supply terminal 27 of the 
connector 26, the ground terminal 28 and the plurality of control system terminals 29 are 
correspondingly connected to the direct-current supply power supply terminal 21 of the 
connector 20, the ground terminal 22 and the plurality of imaging system terminals 23, Page 2, 
paragraph 0044, line 1) the first connector being brought to the non-connecting position and 
altematively the second connector being brought to the contacting position when the electronic 
apparatus is mounted on the mounting body with the part of the electronic apparatus facing the 
opposite direction (As shown in FIG. 3B, when the digital camera 14 is in a state where the 
camera is installed in the cradle 1 1 with its liquid crystal display portion 17 airanged toward the 
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user side, the direction of the digital camera 14 changes as shown in FIG. 2C. For this reason, the 
direct-current power supply terminal 27 of the connector 26, the earth terminal 28 and the 
plurality of control system terminals 29 are correspondingly connected to the direct-current 
power supply terminal 21 of the connector 20, the earth terminal 24 and the plurality of display 
system terminals 25, pagel, paragraph 0045, Une 1), and a confirming unit which confirms 
which of the first and second connectors the apparatus connector of the electronic apparatus is 
connected to (when the digital camera 14 is in a state of being installed in the cradle 1 1 with its 
imaging lens 16 directed toward the user side ground terminal 28 is connected to cradle ground 
terminal 22 As show in Fig. 2a and 2b, when the digital camera 14 is in a state where the camera 
is installed in the cradle 1 1 with its liquid crystal display portion 1 7 arranged toward the user 
side ground terminal 28 is connected to ground terminal 24 as shown in Fig 2A and 2C.) 

12. With Reference to claim IK N agaoka '521 discloses a movable mechanism arranged to 
be operated by force produced when the electronic apparatus is installed onto the mounting body, 
bringing one of the pair of the first and second connectors to the non-connecting position, to 
bring the other of the pair of the first and second connectors to the connecting position (As 
shown in Fig 2A 2B and 2C, when direct-current power supply teraiinal 27and ground terminal 
28 connect to ground terminal 22 and direct-current power supply terminal 21, imaging system 
tenninals 23 is in connecting position and imaging system terminals 25 is on non-connecting 
position.) 

13. With Reference to claim 12. N agaoka '521 discloses an operation mode setting method 
for an electronic apparatus (Digital camera in abstract) mounted on a connecting mounting 
(cradle in abstract) and being electrically connected to the connecting mounting (and a device 
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connected to the cradle and the digital camera is allowed to perform a linkage operation, 
abstract), comprising: confirming a direction which a part of the electronic apparatus mounted on 
the connecting mounting faces (a list of functions realizable according to the direction in which 
the digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 1 1, paragraph 56, page 3, line L Since a list of 
function is realizable according to the direction, it is same function as performed by confirming 
unit.); and setting the electronic apparatus in an operation mode corresponding to the confirmed 
direction of the part of the electronic apparatus (Furthermore, when the digital camera 14 is 
installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user side, a PC camera 
function can be realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 39 connected to the cradle 1 1, 
paragraph 0056, line 2. On the other hand, when the digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 
11 so as to arrange the liquid crystal display portion 17 toward the user side, a card reader/writer 
function for the memory card 53 mounted on the digital camera 14 can be realized by using the 
digital camera 14 and the PC 38 connected to the cradle 1 1, paragraph 0060, line 1. Both PC 
camera function and card reader/writer function are operating mode, which are corresponding to 
the direction of the camera body). 

14. With Reference to claim 13, N agaoka *521 discloses a computer program for controlling 
a computer which is installed in an electronic apparatus (PC camera Fig. 7) that is mounted on a 
connecting mounting and being electrically connected to the connecting mounting, comprising: 
making the computer function as a judging unit to judge a direction relative to the connecting 
mounting which a part of the electronic apparatus mounted on the connecting mounting faces 
(This PC camera function is, as shown in FIG. 8, a function to install the digital camera 14 in the 
cradle 1 1 so as to arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user side and control the digital camera 
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14 by using the PC 39 connected to the cradle 11, page 3, paragraph 0057, line 1); and making 
the computer function as a setting unit to set the electronic apparatus in an operation mode (a PC 
camera function can be realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 39 connected to the 
cradle 1 1, page 3, paragraph 0056, line 5 ) corresponding to the direction of the part judged by 
the judging unit (the PC 39 controls the digital camera 14 by controlling the signal processing 
portion 49 via USB interface portion 30 and USB controller 34 of the cradle 1 1, the imaging 
system terminals 23 of the connector 20, the control system terminals 29 and the USB interface 
portion 44 of the connector 26 of the digital cameral 14 page 3, paragraph 0058, line 1). 
15. With Reference to claim 14. N agaoka *521 discloses a connecting system having a 
connecting mounting, an electronic apparatus mounted on the connecting mounting and being 
electrically connected to the connecting mounting and a data processing apparatus for 
exchanging data with the electronic apparatus through the connecting mounting (a device 
capable of performing an operation linked to the digital camera which is connected to the cradle 
and installed in the cradle, page 1, paragraph 0020, line 1. Furthermore, the PC 39 controls the 
digital camera 14 by controlling the signal processing portion 49 via USB interface portion 30 
and USB controller 34 of the cradle 1 1, the imaging system terminals 23 of the connector 20, the 
control system terminals 29 and the USB interface portion 44 of the connector 26 of the digital 
cameral 14, page 3, paragraph 0058, line 1. It is a connecting system having a cradle and a 
camera electrically connected to cradle and signal processing unit for exchanging data Fig. 9), 
comprising: a holding unit mounted on the connecting mounting (a stepwise mounting surface 12 
and an inclined surface 13 Fig 3 A 3B), capable of holding the electronic apparatus in various 
states with a part of the electronic apparatus facing various directions (As shown in Fig. 3A and 
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3B, cradle can hold digital camera in various direction); a judging unit included in the data 
processing apparatus, which judges a direction relative to the holding unit which the part of the 
electronic apparatus mounted on the holding unit faces (as shown by a path of a thick line in 
FIG. 9, the PC 39 controls the digital camera 14 by controlling the signal processing portion 49 
via USB interface portion 30 and USB controller 34 of the cradle 1 1, the imaging system 
terminals 23 of the connector 20, the control system terminals 29 and the USB interface portion 
44 of the connector 26 of the digital cameral 14, paragraph 58, line 1, page 3. This thick path 
only actives if camera imaging lens 16 is toward the user side); and a mode setting unit included 
in the data processing apparatus, which sets the electronic apparatus in an operation mode 
corresponding to the direction of the part judged by the judging unit, in which mode data are 
exchanged between the electronic apparatus and the data processing apparatus (This PC camera 
function is, as shown in FIG. 8, a function to install the digital camera 14 in the cradle 11 so as to 
arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user side and control the digital camera 14 by using the 
PC 39 connected to the cradle 11, page 3, paragraph 0057, line 1. Moreover, the PC 39 controls 
the digital camera 14 by controlling the signal processing portion 49 via USB interface portion 
30 and USB controller 34 of the cradle 1 1, the imaging system terminals 23 of the connector 20, 
the control system terminals 29 and the USB interface portion 44 of the connector 26 of the 
digital cameral 14 page 3, paragraph 0058, line 1) 

16. With Reference to claim 15, N agaoka '521 discloses A data processing apparatus for 
exchanging data with an electronic apparatus through a connecting mounting, the electronic 
apparatus being electrically connected to the connecting mounting (as show in Fig.l 1 thick line), 
comprising: a judging unit which judges a direction relative to the connecting mounting which a 
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part of the electronic apparatus mounted on connecting mounting faces (when the digital camera 
14 is installed in the cradle 1 1 so as to arrange the liquid crystal display portion 17 toward the 
user side, a card reader/writer function for the memory card 53 mounted on the digital camera 14 
can be reahzed by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 38 connected to the cradle 1 1, page 3, 
paragraph 0060, line 1 . Since a card reader/writer function for the memory card 53 mounted on 
the digital camera because of a specific direction, it is done by a judging unit); and a mode 
setting unit which sets the data processing apparatus in an operation mode corresponding to the 
direction of the part judged by the judging unit, in which mode data are exchanged between the 
data processing apparatus and the electronic apparatus (Since a card reader/writer function is 
mounted, it is mounted by a mode setting unit. Furthermore, the PC 38 reads the data recorded in 
the memory card 53 via the signal processing portion 49, the USB interface portion 44, the 
control system terminals 29 of the connector 26, the display system terminals 25 of the connector 
20 of the cradle 1 1 and the USB controller 34 and the USB interface portion 30, and the data can 
be displayed on the monitor, page 3, paragraph 0063, line 1). 

17. With Reference to claim 16, N agaoka '521 discloses the electronic apparatus (Camera) 
comprises an image pickup apparatus (Lens 16, CCD 47 as shown in Fig. 11), and the operation 
mode to be set to the data processing apparatus includes plural operation modes including an 
image-data transferring mode, in which image data stored in a memory of the image pickup 
apparatus are transferred to the data processing apparatus (The PC 38 reads the data recorded in 
the memory card 53 via the signal processing portion 49, page 3, paragraph 0063, line 1). 

18. With Reference to claim 17, N agaoka '521 discloses the electronic apparatus comprises 
an image pickup apparatus and the operation mode to be set to the data processing apparatus 
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includes plural operation modes including a photographing mode, in which mode image data is 
generated with an image pickup element of the image pickup apparatus and is transferred to the 
data processing apparatus (As shown in FIG. 7, when the digital camera 14 is installed in the 
cradle 1 1 so as to arrange the liquid crystal display portion 1 7 toward the user side, an electronic 
photo stand function can be realized. This electronic photo stand function is a function to 
automatically switch the image information recorded in the memory card 53 by the control of the 
cradle 1 1 at a predetermined interval and image-display it on the liquid crystal display portion 17 
Page 4, paragraph 0072, line L). 

19. With Reference to claim 18, N agaoka '521 discloses an operation requesting unit (CPU 
37) which requests the electronic apparatus to perform an operation corresponding to a data 
transferring mode, which is set in the data processing apparatus based on the direction of the part 
of the electronic apparatus judged by the judging unit (When the digital camera 14 is installed 
with its imaging lens 16 arranged toward the user side, similar to a path "a" shown by a thick line 
in FIG. 6, the CPU 37 of the cradle 1 1 is connected to the signal processing portion 49 via the 
imaging system terminals 23 of the connector 20 and the control system terminals 29 of the 
connector 26 of the digital camera 14. In this case, the CPU 37 of the cradle 1 1 determines that 
the digital camera 14 was installed in the cradle 1 1 with the imaging lens 16 arranged toward the 
user side from the fact that it was able to perform communications with tlie signal processing 
portion 49 of the digital camera 14 via the imaging system temiinals 23 of the connector 20 
paragraph 0052, line 1, page 3. ). 

20. With Reference to claim 18, N agaoka '521 discloses a data processing apparatus for 
exchanging data with an electronic apparatus through a connecting mounting, the electronic 



* 
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apparatus being detachably mounted on the connecting mounting and electrically connected to 
the connecting mounting when mounted on the connecting mounting, an operation mode setting 
method comprising: judging a direction relative to the connecting mounting a part of the 
electronic apparatus mounted on the connecting mounting faces (when the digital camera 14 is in 
a state of being installed in the cradle 1 1 with its imaging lens 16 directed toward the user side, 
the direct-current power supply terminal 27 of the connector 26, the ground terminal 28 and the 
plurality of control system terminals 29 are correspondingly connected to the direct-current 
supply power supply terminal 21 of the connector 20, the ground terminal 22 and the plurality of 
imaging system terminals 23, paragraph 44, page 2, line 1); and setting the data processing unit 
in an operation mode corresponding to the direction of the part judged by the judging unit, in 
which mode data are exchanged between the data processing apparatus and the electronic 
apparatus (When the digital camera 14 is installed, the cradle 1 1 automatically detects its 
direction. First, when the digital camera 14 is installed with its imaging lens 16 arranged toward 
the user side, similar to a path "a" shown by a thick line in FIG. 6, the CPU 37 of the cradle 1 1 is 
connected to the signal processing portion 49 via the imaging system terminals 23 of the 
connector 20 and the control system terminals 29 of the connector 26 of the digital camera 14, 
paragraph 0052, line 1, page 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
21. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/502,496 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2609 

22. Claim 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nagaoka 
US200301 17521 and further in view of Sony DSC- F77 digital camera which was described on 
02 September 2002 press release. 

23. With reference to claimS. Nagaoka *521 discuses all including an electronic apparatus 
which is mounted on a connecting mounting and electrically connected to the connecting 
mounting (Fig. 4), comprising: connecting terminals corresponding to connecting terminals of 
the connecting mounting and connected to the connecting terminals of the connecting mounting, 
when the electronic apparatus is mounted on the connecting mounting in various states with an 
apparatus body facing various directions (as shown in FIG. 2B, a connector 26 to attempt an 
electrical comiection with the connector 20 of the cradle 1 1 is fonned on the bottom surface 15 
of the above described digital camera 14, page 2, paragraph 0043, line 1); a confirming unit 
which confirms a direction which the apparatus body faces when the electronic apparatus is 
mounted on the comiecting mounting (a list of functions reaUzable according to the direction in 
which the digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11, paragraph 56, page 3, line 1. Since a list 
of function is realizable according to the direction, it is same fiinction as performed by 
confirming unit.); and a setting unit which sets the electronic apparatus in an operation mode 
corresponding to the direction of the apparatus body confirmed by the confirming 
unit(Furthermore, when the digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 1 1 so as to arrange the 
imaging lens 16 toward the user side, a PC camera function can be realized by using the digital 
camera 14 and the PC 39 connected to the cradle 11, paragraph 0056, line 2. On the other hand, 
when the digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange the liquid crystal display 
portion 17 toward the user side, a card reader/writer function for the memory card 53 mounted 



( 
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on the digital camera 14 can be realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 38 connected 
to the cradle 1 1 , paragraph 0060, line 1 . Both PC camera function and card reader/writer function 
are operating mode, which are corresponding to the direction of the camera body.) , Except a 
movable holding member faces, the movable holding member being movable mounted on the 
connecting mounting to face various direction and hold by the electronic apparatus. Sony DSC- 
F77 has a rotating unit, which is same as movable holding member face. A user can turn the 
rotating unit in various directions. A user can rotate the rotating unit more then 180 degrees^ 

24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to implement the system of Nagaoka with Sony DSC-F77 as a electrical apparattis 
which has a movable holding member face, a rotating unit. It will make the camera user friendly 
and one could take his or her one photo while holding the camera in one hand. Furthermore, a 
user can view the picture in LCD. 

25. With reference to claim 9, N agaoka '521 discuses an electronic apparatus which is 
mounted on a connecting mounting and electrically connected to the connecting mounting (Fig. 
4), comprising: connecting terminals corresponding to connecting terminals of the connecting 
mounting and connected to the connecting terminals of the connecting mounting, when the 
electronic apparatus is mounted on the connecting mounting in various states with an apparatus 
body facing various directions (as shown in FIG. 2B, a connector 26 to attempt an electrical 
connection with the connector 20 of the cradle 1 1 is formed on the bottom surface 15 of the 
above described digital camera 14, page 2, paragraph 0043, line 1); a confirming unit which 
confirms a direction which the apparatus body faces when the electronic apparatus is mounted on 
the connecting mounting (a list of functions realizable according to tlie direction in which the 



Application/Control Number: 10/502,496 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2609 

digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11, paragraph 56, page 3, line 1. Since a list of 
function is realizable according to the direction, it is same function as performed by confirming 
unit.); and a setting unit which sets the electronic apparatus in an operation mode corresponding 
to the direction of the apparatus body confirmed by the confirming unit(Furthemiore, when the 
digital camera 14 is installed in the cradle 11 so as to arrange the imaging lens 16 toward the user 
side, a PC camera function can be realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 39 
connected to the cradle 1 1, paragraph 0056, line 2. On the other hand, when the digital camera 
14 is installed in the cradle 1 1 so as to arrange the liquid crystal display portion 17 toward the 
user side, a card reader/writer function for the memory card 53 mounted on the digital camera 14 
can be realized by using the digital camera 14 and the PC 38 connected to the cradle 1 1, 
paragraph 0060, line 1. Both PC camera function and card reader/writer function are operating 
mode, which are corresponding to the direction of the camera body) and a digital camera body 
(page 1, paragraph 0010, line 3) except a movable holding member faces, the movable holding 
member being movable mounted on the connecting mounting to face various direction and hold 
by the electronic apparatus. Sony DSC-F77 has a rotating unit, which is same as movable 
holding member face. A user can tum the rotating unit in various directions. A user can rotate the 
rotating unit more then 180 degrees. 

A 

26. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to implement the system of Nagaoka with Sony DSC-F77 as a electrical apparatus 
which has a movable holding member face, a rotating unit. It will make the camera user friendly 
and one could take his or her one photo while holding the camera in one hand. Furthermore, a 
user can view the picture in LCD. 
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27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asif Khokhar whose telephone number is (571) 270-3221 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 7:30am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Ho can be reached on (571) 272-7365. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
inforaiation system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Asif Khokhar 

21MAY2007 /^^^^UANHO 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 




